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Welcome to the Fourth Edition of the Carrier Magazine.  
Filled with inspiration, style and creativity; this is the ultimate 
read for the discerning traveller.

In this issue we provide you with a selection of exquisite 
honeymoon retreats, uncover the exotic delights of the Red 
City with a trip to Marrakech and offer an array of exciting 
and innovative travel ideas. If you wish to discover all that the 
Seychelles has to offer – our team has the in-depth knowledge; 
rediscover the Caribbean with a perfectly paired twin-centre 
escape; or find out more about the Aman phenomenon 
worldwide. In addition, you will of course find all of our regular 
features, reviews and news from the world of luxury travel.

Recently awarded ‘Best Website’ at The Travel Marketing 
Awards, www.carrier.co.uk/magazine is at your disposal 
for further ideas and information. The world is waiting to be 
discovered… take your inspiration from us.
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Celebrating their 10th anniversary with the introduction of a new 
brand campaign featuring supermodel Christy Turlington and the 
opening of the iconic One&Only Hayman Island, 2014 is set to be a 
landmark year for One&Only Resorts.
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Discover the unique experiences 
and diverse geographies of the 
Seychelles by island-hopping 
between Mahé, Praslin and the 
surrounding private islands.

Chosen by… From the clamour of the medina and its 
bustling souks to the beauty of the remote Atlas Mountains, 
Travel Writer, Sarah Marshall recommends where to go  
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carrier: What’s new / / carrier: What’s new

our luXurY  
traVel portFolio

 usA
• Four Seasons Resort Orlando at 
 Walt Disney World‰ Resort opens 
 in August. Watch the Magic Kingdom’s  
 fireworks from your balcony.

• Emerging from a refurbishment  
 programme, The Setai, Miami 
 introduces new ultra-indulgent  
 Ocean Suites.

• Privileged with a rich artistic heritage,  
 The Quin (pictured right) has been 
 restored and reopened in midtown  
 Manhattan in November 2013.

 CAribbeAn
• In The Grenadines, The Pink Sands  
 Club, a new boutique hotel with  
 an exceptional pedigree, will open  
 its doors this summer. Pre-register  
 your interest now.

• Enjoy casual Caribbean beach dining  
 in the new restaurant at Cap Maison.  
 Located at Smugglers Cove, The  
 Naked Fisherman Beach Bar & Grill  
 provides a little local flavour.

• The Sandy Lane Private Jet Series  
 launches at the end of 2014.  Contact  
 us for availability.

k a WestWood MakeoVer…  
leading British designer, Vivienne 
Westwood, has redesigned the iconic red 
uniforms of Virgin atlantic. French couture 
cutting techniques will give a 
contemporary yet traditional British look 
and many of the items will be produced 
using recycled materials, including 
polyester yarn made from used plastic 
bottles. Female cabin crew will be adorned 
with sleek and deceptively simple pencil 
skirts with a single pleat at the back 
accompanied by a flattering jacket – 
designed to complement the female form 
with a trademark Westwood nipped-in waist 
and curved hip line. Whilst for the men, a 
three piece suit in rich burgundy wool is 
subverted with shadow details in grey  
wool under the lapels and pockets. the 
redesigned uniforms will be launched later 
this year.

in other neWs:  

• on 10 March, the orient-express global 
collection of hotels, trains and river cruises 
were renamed Belmond, which means 
‘beautiful world’.

k spotlight on canada… 
in response to strong customer demand, 
Virgin atlantic will be stepping up their 
canadian presence this summer as they 
resume their seasonal non-stop service to 
Vancouver. there will be an extra 
fifth-weekly service from london heathrow 
– which means an additional 2000 seats 
over the season to and from this vibrant 
canadian city.

k streaMlined connections… 
to demonstrate that connecting to your 
long-haul service from Manchester, 
aberdeen or edinburgh is as easy as ‘aBc’, 
Virgin atlantic has launched a new little 
red microsite which features a step by 
step guide to the connections process.

 euroPe & nortH AFriCA
• British Airways have launched new 

services to Mykonos, Santorini, 
Oporto, Faro and Malaga for 
summer 2014.

• A brand synonymous with 
understated but elegant luxury, the 
opening of Grace Marrakech 
promises an exciting new hotel 
experience on the outskirts of the 
Red City later this year.

• Elounda Gulf Villas & Suites 
(pictured above) will launch their 
new Private Beach Club in April.

 inDiAn oCeAn 
• Soneva Fushi, Maldives, will be 

opening a new kids’ club ‘The Den’ 
this summer. This superb new play 
area has a cinema, DJ corner and 
underground tunnel linking the 
playhouse to the organic gardens.

• Four Seasons Resort Mauritius at 
Anahita has launched a new line of 
food and beverage products that are 
all produced from 100% local 
ingredients and sourced from within 
50 miles of the resort including 
honey, jams and vanilla.

• Conrad Maldives Rangali Island 
introduces new two-bedroom 
Family Water Villas. Aimed at those 
with children aged 12 and above, a 
stay in one of these seven villas will 
provide your family with the 
ultimate Maldivian experience.

 AFriCA
• Mara Bushtops in the Masai Mara, 

Kenya (pictured below) is set to open 
an Amani African Spa this summer 
boasting a heated infinity pool with 
uninterrupted views of the majestic 
African bush.

• Set overlooking the famous Selinda 
Spillway, the intimate Selinda 
Explorers Camp, Botswana, is now 
open to couples, not just exclusive use.

• Travel on selected voyages on  
The Blue Train, South Africa, in June 
and enjoy two complimentary nights 
at either Castello di Monte in 
Pretoria or Taj Hotel Cape Town 
(see page 08).

A round-up of new destinations, hotel openings, unique 
experiences and Carrier introductions...

Flight neWs:

Virgin atlantic

 FAr eAst & AustrAlAsiA
• One&Only Hayman Island, 

Australia, is due to open 01 July, 
after a multi-million dollar 
transformation to new levels of 
laid-back-luxe elegance (see  
page 25). Opening offer with up 
to 25% savings available now.

• Witness green and hawksbill 
turtles nest on one of 13 beaches 
at Six Senses Con Dao (pictured 
above – see page 38) during the 
inaugural turtle season, the  
only place in Vietnam where  
sea turtles enjoy full national 
park protection.• Book a Banyan tree or angsana resort 

with carrier and receive a Melissa odabash 
kaftan worth up to £550. limited supply 
available. Visit www.carrier.co.uk/banyantree

06 / call our specialists on 0161 820 6002 or visit www.carrier.co.uk/magazine call our specialists on 0161 820 6002 or visit www.carrier.co.uk/magazine / 07
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Continuing the legacy left by Mandela, 2014 
is set to be a year for pride and jubilation. 

trenDinG: soutH AFriCA

This year sees the exuberant Rainbow Nation  
re-energised and stronger than ever. With 
the 20th anniversary of the first democratic 
elections fast approaching, Freedom Day 
will be celebrated on 27 April with a range of 
events from rock concerts to formal picnics. 
Often dubbed ‘a world in one country’, South 
Africa’s ever changing landscape is packed 
with contrasts from the soaring peaks of the 
Drakensberg Mountains to the sandy beaches 
of the Garden Route. Boasting world-class Big 
Five safaris, wildlife encounters are as frequent 
as they are varied. Encompassing Sani bush art, 
Zulu battlefields, Edwardian botanical gardens 
and everything in between, cultural experiences 
are just as memorable. We pick out our 
favourite South African happenings for 2014.

World Design Capital 2014 
A ‘must do’ on any South African itinerary, this 
year there is another reason to visit the ‘mother 
city’ as Cape Town has been named World 
Design Capital for 2014. Visitors can take 
souvenir photos through giant picture frames 
commemorating Table Mountain’s listing as a 
new Seven Wonder of Nature, explore township 
art galleries and admire solar sculptures. A 
keynote is sure to be the City of Rainbows 
project which will suspend real rainbows  
across the city.

Epicurean delights
At Ellerman House, guests are invited 
to experience an interactive journey in 
the new Wine Gallery, which integrates 
breathtaking sculpture, cutting-edge design 
and contemporary architecture. A short drive 
from Cape Town and home to a 300 year old 
wine making tradition, the Winelands is also a 
leading gastronomic centre with regular food 
festivals. At the award-winning Steenberg, 
the elevated Cape cuisine at Bistro Sixteen82 
perfectly complements the numerous vintages 
on offer. Alternatively, from your base at La 
Residence in Franschhoek, opt to explore three 

of South Africa’s most celebrated wine regions 
– Swartland, Hemel-en-Aarde Valley and 
Stellenbosch – by helicopter.  

Room with a view
A memorable way to soak up the country’s 
heritage is by boarding the legendary Blue 
Train that connects Pretoria and Cape Town. 
Epitomising the golden era of train travel, 
suites are furnished with marble basins and 
goose down duvets and the dining car gleams 
with Sheffield cutlery and crystal glassware. 
En route, travellers see the country as Rudyard 
Kipling might have done, enjoying gourmet 
cuisine seated in wooden-panelled dining cars 
or reclined in opulent day lounges with picture 
windows that are converted into sumptuous 
sleeping cars by butlers each evening. High tea 
might be served traversing the Cape Winelands 
or passengers could enjoy a sundowner as the 
train navigates the stark, open landscape of the 
Karoo desert.

Love South AfricA /
Uthando, runs numerous projects providing 
assistance to disadvantaged communities, both 
through financial support and the development of 
new, life-enhancing skills. Visitors to Cape Town 
can take a unique tour to some of Uthando’s projects 
and learn about their dedicated work. In support, a 
donation will be made to Uthando on every Carrier 
holiday booked to Africa.

recommended / 
Louis Vuitton has unveiled its new look City Guides. 
For the first time, Cape Town joins the line-up and 
includes a mixture of classic locations and insider 
secret spots.

Artistic, gourmet and rail encounters 
Our favourite experiences which are attracting visitors to this holiday hotspot in 2014.

08 / call our specialists on 0161 826 2580 or visit www.carrier.co.uk/magazine
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in the knoW...

The smell of sizzling meats and exotic spices 
wafts above the busy stalls that line Djemaa el 
Fna Square – the heart and soul of Marrakech.

Less than four hours from London, this North 
African jewel feels much further from the 
Western world and a stroll through the famous 
walled medina is a welcome assault on the senses.

Once a famous stop off on the Sixties hippy 
trail, this Moroccan city has transformed into 
a luxury escape in recent decades. With hip 
hoteliers such as Sir Richard Branson and 
the Grace properties setting up shop in the 
surrounding area, it has become a playground 
for supermodels, celebrities and fashionistas. 
High-living hedonists may have been attracted 
in part by the ‘anything goes’ attitude, but it is 
the beauty of the destination, the people and the 
culture that has unparalleled appeal.

A visit to the seemingly tangled web of souks 
is a highlight of a trip to the city and bartering 
for goods with traditional craftsmen is all part 
of the fun. If the prospect is too daunting, the 
Carrier Concierge can use their contacts to 
enlist the help of one of the city’s many personal 
shoppers – such as Maryam Montague. 

Good quality lanterns can be found in Places 
des Ferblantiers, whilst a visit to the Souk des 
Teinturiers is worth it alone for the sight of dyed 
wools hung to dry between trees. For a blend 
of east meets west design, visit Ministero del 
Gusto. Run by one-time Italian Vogue fashion 
editor Alessandro Lippini and her husband, 
the appointment-only store sells traditional 
and modern Moroccan furniture. When the 
hustle and bustle of the city becomes too much,  
the awe-inspiring haven of the surrounding 
countryside offers a retreat. A tantalising mix of 
arid desert and snow-capped mountains – where 
the sights, sounds and smells, though different, 
are equally alluring.

Marrakech

Sarah Marshall, Travel Journalist

Chosen by... 1. The Atlas Mountains 
have been inhabited 
by Berber people for 
thousands of years. 
Inhabitants have been 
traced back to 3000BC.

2. If you want to express 
your passion for something 
or someone, in Morocco, 
do not do it from the heart. 
Here the symbol of love is 
the liver.

3. A number of films have 
been shot in Marrakech, 
including Hitchcock classic 
The Man Who Knew Too 
Much and Sex and The 
City 2.

Famed for its medina where labyrinthine alleyways 
are packed with stalls selling countless exotic 
goods and spices, an air of mystery pervades this 
colourful North African city.

Four Seasons Resort Marrakech
Spread across 40 acres of sunlit gardens with 
lofty views of the Atlas Mountains, this oasis 
of luxury provides the perfect base to see the 
historical sights of Marrakech, being just minutes 
by car from the vibrant and exotic Djemaa el Fna 
Square. A myriad of hotels and bijoux riads jostle 
shoulders in the medina, yet this property is a 
resort – quite unique in its offering, and a great 
choice for families and couples alike. 

Soak up the intoxicating Middle Eastern 
atmosphere in one of the enticing lounges whilst 
sipping refreshing mint tea. Nestled in the heart 
of the resort, meaning ‘knowledge’ in Arabic, the 
Maarifa Cultural Centre is a space dedicated to 
the art, design and culture of Morocco. Myriam 
Thomet’s in-depth knowledge of the medina, 
from craftsmen to designers in the souks, brings 
guests a kaleidoscopic collection of Moroccan 
handicrafts available to purchase; or take part in 
daily complimentary workshops such as argan oil 
extraction, mint tea rituals or Arabic calligraphy.

The experienced concierge team can also arrange 
child-friendly camel rides, tours of the city in an 
old-fashioned caleche and even hot air balloon 
trips. Alternatively, revel in the North African 
warmth on a private cabana by one of the pools.

Royal Mansour Marrakech
Set in the heart of the ochre-hued medina, this 
opulent retreat is an oasis of calm and serenity.  
A huge four tonne entry gate glides open to 
reveal an enclave of luxury with its roots firmly 
entrenched in authentic Morocco. Fifty three riads 
have been painstakingly built according to local 
traditions – handmade by 1200 artisans using the 
best stones, marbles, silks, satins, beads, feathers 
and cedar at the request of King Mohammed VI. 
Riads feature private courtyards, fountains and 
plunge pools and are an exquisite display of rich 
Moroccan architecture. Privacy is paramount –  
an underground network of tunnels for staff 

ensures that service is discretion itself – and each 
riad benefits from the services of a butler.

Interwoven into the hotel’s philosophy of 
supporting local talent, the true luxury of the 
Royal Mansour Marrakech is the experience 
of architecture, traditional design, artistry and 
craftsmanship. This summer, the property hosts 
the ‘Invisible Light’ art exhibition, highlighting the 
work of Yahya and Qotbi – an encounter between 
painter and sculptor. The exhibition runs from 
April to September.

The Capaldi
Ideal for those seeking intimacy and seclusion, 
laid-back sophistication is the order of the day 
at this boutique retreat. Set amidst an old olive 
grove, just beneath the Atlas Mountains, authentic 
ethnic design touches are interwoven into the 23 
rooms and suites. Choose from rustic rooms in the 
renovated Old Farmhouse or more modern spaces 
in sheltered courtyards. An impressive range of 
facilities is available for guests; swim in a choice 
of two pools, enjoy a film in the private cinema or 
admire the view from the panoramic rooftop bar 
and restaurant. 

Kasbah Tamadot
Sir Richard Branson’s lavish retreat near Asni, in 
the High Atlas Mountains, offers magical views 
of the surrounding countryside. Rooms daubed in 
dazzling celestial blue and deep purple are filled 
with antique silverwork and furnishings. And for 
the more adventurous, there is also the option to 
stay in a luxury Berber tent – some complete with 
their own Jacuzzi. Films are shown beneath a 
starry sky in an outdoor cinema and the hotel can 
arrange tours of the Atlas by 4x4 or even on their 
resident mules – Peppermint and Paprika.

Clockwise from left: 
Koutoubia Mosque with the 
Atlas Mountains beyond,  
The Capaldi, Four Seasons 
Resort Marrakech, Royal 
Mansour Marrakech 

3 a stroll through 
the FaMous Walled 
Medina is a WelcoMe 
assault on the 
senses…

each eVening djeMaa el  
Fna square transForMs 
into an open-air 
kitchen, the air heaVY 
With the aroMa oF 
delicious street Food.
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Style guide

GLObE-TROTTER
Many quintessential English 
traditions are still embraced 
on the islands of the 
Caribbean; afternoon tea is 
often enjoyed at many of the 
hotels. A modern heritage 
brand, Globe-Trotter cases 
have a timeless aesthetic 
deeply rooted within English 
craftsmanship. So much so 
that HM Queen Elizabeth 
II chose Globe-Trotter for 
her honeymoon luggage in 
1947 and continues to use 
her cases to this day. The 
Safari series celebrates the 
revival of the distinguished 
cases of the 1920s.
www.globetrotter1897.com

for an elegant and relaxing caribbean island escape

Caribbean destinations 
are featured in the Carrier 
portfolio. Enjoy relaxation 
with a twist. Stretch out on 
one of the islands’ picture 
postcard beaches, explore 
gushing waterfalls and 
world-class dive sites or set 
sail on a glamorous yacht.

Amp up your beachwear 
with these blondie Crystal 
and Enamel beaded 
Earrings. Shourouk, the 
designer, describes herself 
as a true Parisian of Tunisia 
decent and her playful 
yet opulent combination 
of PVC and Swarovski 
crystals ensures that her 
accessories are truly unique. 
www.brownsfashion.com

Tune into the island’s 
soundtrack with these Rose 
Gold Layla Headphones. 
Frends challenge the status 
quo with their statement 
headphones inspired by 
vintage jewellery. These 
soft white cord, hand 
carved rose gold and white 
headphones give your mp3 
a shot of feminine style. 
www.avenue32.com

15

 / carrier: style guide

“sun-kisseD 
islAnDs wHere 
liFe moves 
DeliCiously 
slowly, sweet 
CAlyPso rHytHms 
Fill tHe Air 
AnD suGAr-
soFt beACHes 
invite inDulGent 
relAxAtion”
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Few years could have started as well for the 
Seychelles as 2014. Included in both the  
New York Times and the Lonely Planet’s 
‘must do’ destination hot lists, the islands are 
welcoming more travellers to their shores.

On the principal islands of Mahé and Praslin, 
you will find an enticing melting pot of Créole 
culture and cuisine. Encircling them are the 
numerous private islands which make up the 
115-strong archipelago and range from the 
mostly granite Inner Islands, whose white sand 
beaches are flanked with giant boulders, to the 
coralline Outer Islands, which offer snorkelling 
and diving in remote waters. Seychelles black 
parrots and paradise flycatchers flit through 
emerald rainforests that are home to rare 
jellyfish trees and Seychelles pitcher plants. 

Giant tortoises stroll along the shoreline where 
hawksbill turtles nest.

mAHé
Colourful, cosmopolitan, adventurous
Boasting 68 beaches, 1000 metre high peaks 
and tracts of misty rainforest, Mahé offers 
a captivating blend of cultural and natural 
itineraries – from the colonial mansions, 
botanical gardens and colourful markets of the 
capital, Victoria, to the mangroves and coastal 
headlands of the Morne Seychellois National 
Park. Travellers could opt for bespoke dining 
and Balinese inspired décor at the all-villa Maia 
Luxury Resort & Spa, enjoy plentiful land and 
watersports at Constance Ephélia or unwind in 
Creole-style villas at Banyan Tree Seychelles 
on the tranquil southern coast.

PrAslin 
Slow-paced, protected, exquisite
On Praslin, visitors can see the famous Coco 
de Mer palms in their natural habitat at the 
UNESCO Vallée de Mai Nature Reserve, 
explore some of the world’s finest beaches such 
as Anse Lazio and island hop to neighbouring 
Curieuse Island. Once known as Ile Rouge 
on account of its red earth, guided nature 
trails here reveal the home of approximately 
250 wild giant tortoises and hawksbill turtle 
nesting grounds. Praslin also boasts some of 
the archipelago’s finest hotels including Raffles 
Seychelles, where guests enjoy immaculate 
butler service together with arguably the 
islands’ finest spa and Constance Lémuria, 
which is home to the Seychelles’ only 18 hole 
championship golf course.

PrivAte islAnDs
Secluded, tranquil, pristine
One of only two Outer Islands to offer 
accommodation, Desroches Island epitomises 
Robinson Crusoe luxury where guests are 
provided with complimentary bicycles to explore 
or snorkel in search of stingrays and parrotfish. 
Denis Private Island is a television and mobile 
phone-free castaway retreat set in rehabilitated 
forest, where numerous endemic bird species 
have been successfully reintroduced. Another 
resort proud of its environmental pedigree is 
Frégate Island Private, a five star eco lodge 
where the Seychelles magpie robin was saved 
from extinction. On North Island – setting for 
the royal honeymoon – guests enjoy discreet 
beachfront villas and wildlife walks with the 
resident ecologist.

islAnD-HoPPinG
Networked by regular ferries and plane services, 
island hopping is pleasantly uncomplicated and 
the best way to truly experience the Seychelles. 
The two main islands can easily be combined in 
a single holiday, whilst alternating between one 
of them and the raw nature of a private island 
could be the perfect twin centre.

On Mahé’s less travelled south western coast, 
Four Seasons Seychelles enjoys a tranquil 
hillside setting directly overlooking Petite 
Anse beach. A cluster of 67 spacious suites 
and villas, couples can opt for the romantic 
treetop isolation of the Serenity Villas with 
their own infinity plunge pool. Families may 
prefer the three-bedroomed Royal Suites 
which benefit from their own private direct 
beach access. Flanked by giant black granite 
boulders, the calm waters of the resort’s 
private bay are perfect for swimming along 
with an array of watersports including 
kayaking, catamaran sailing and paddle 
boarding. Young guests are also kept busy at 
the complimentary children’s club.

Fishing trips for tuna, grouper and red 
snapper are also popular excursions; the 
hotel’s chefs will be happy to cook up the 
day’s catch. Under the water, snorkellers 

can go in search of angelfish and jackfish; 
whilst divers may spot migratory whale 
sharks at certain times of the year. 

On land, guests can keep active on jogging 
trails lined with cinnamon, jackfruit and 
mango trees, take a yoga class with resident 
yogi Vishal Ganatra or enjoy a personalised 
workout in the fitness centre. The panoramic 
hillside spa offers a range of signature rituals, 
including one inspired by the islands’ famous 
Coco de Mer, along with treatments for 
children and teenagers. Boasting restaurants 
in both beachfront and treetop settings, start 
the day with a sumptuous breakfast on the 
panoramic terrace at ZEZ, then relax by the 
sea at sundown over Créole specialities and 
fresh fish at Kannel.

Paradise found
unique island eXperiences in the seYchelles

“Mahé is a fantastic 
introduction to 
the Seychelles, 
the vibrant hub of 
island life. We loved 
wandering the markets 
in Victoria, taking 
snaps of glistening 
melons, mangoes 
and pineapples piled 
high. Pull up at any 
number of public 
beaches – Anse 
Royale is particularly 
stunning – and join 
local families gossiping 
and barbecuing fresh 
fish as topaz waves 
wash the shore. Praslin 

is the second-largest 
isle, but feels far-flung 
with its jungly interior. 
For my daughter and 
I, the wildlife was 
captivating, from 
graceful white-tailed 
tropicbirds swirling in 
the sky, to the giant 
tortoises that liked 
to munch on salad 
leaves. We did lots of 
island-hopping from 
here, everything was 
so close. And the 
beaches were shallow 
and safe for toddlers, 
with a rainbow of fish 
close to shore”.

geMMa taYlor, chieF suB-editor,  
the sundaY tiMes traVel Magazine

Spotlight on:

four SeASonS reSort 
SeycheLLeS

 Discover more online... 
Suggested itineraries, a specially commissioned 
video of North Island and Product Co-ordinator, 
Zoe Dodd’s personal review.

 Discover more online... View a 
bespoke video showcasing the resort.
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Although Bill had worked for many years on 
stage, it is only in the last 11 years that he has 
become a household name. Since starring in 
Love Actually alongside Hugh Grant, he has 
been busier than ever with roles in Enduring 
Love, The Constant Gardener, Pirates Of The 
Caribbean and Notes On A Scandal.

In his latest film, Turks & Caicos, a covered-up 
Bill Nighy is resting on a sun lounger, where he 
alternates between dipping his head into a well-
thumbed classic and lazily giving scantily clad 
islanders the once over as they stroll past him 
along the shore. This glorious scene, replete 
with the sleepy Caribbean island’s glistening 
clear waters and seemingly endless stretches 
of white sand, would be most people’s idea of 
paradise. Sixty-four-year-old Bill was lucky 
enough to spend several weeks here filming the 
second in the Worricker trilogy.

wHAt DiD you like About your CHArACter?
Aside from travelling to far-flung and unusual 
places, the actor, who is wearing his standard 
sharply cut suit, relishes the chance to play such 

an interesting character - and a well-dressed 
one at that. “I’ve waited a long time to be a spy. 
Inexplicably”, he smiles. “I get to smoke in the 
rain in the dark on Battersea Bridge. It’s pretty 
much everything I’ve ever wanted. I get to wear 
a decent suit and no one has once asked me to 
wear swimming trunks!”

wHAt is your FAvourite memory From workinG on  
tHe ProGrAmme?
 “I’m not as cool as I let on”, admits the Surrey-
born actor. “I am obsessed with Christopher 
Walken and the fact that I got to act with him 
was a seriously big thing. I absolutely adore 
him. He’s unrepeated elsewhere in nature… 
I once flew to New York to see him in a play 
because I thought, ‘I’ll be dead and I’ll have 
never seen Christopher Walken in a play’. 
I have a narrow range of enthusiasm and 
Christopher Walken is one of them, so that  
was a very cool thing”.

...to city
to mAtCH miAmi’s AsPirAtions to beCome botH A luxury 
FAsHion Centre AnD An Arts meCCA, luxury Hotels AnD 
HAute Couture Are two seCtors Currently FeelinG tHe 
HeAt in ‘tHe mAGiC City’.

What started out as a neighbourhood movement 
is now taking centre stage citywide as Miami’s 
Design District will become home to over 50 
international luxury fashion brands by autumn. 
A furniture producing district that came to life 
to supply South Beach’s Art Deco mansions in 
the 1920s and later became dilapidated in the 
1980s, the Design District was revitalised in 
2003 with the creation of Design Miami Week. 
Since then, furniture designers have been joined 
by art galleries, restaurants featuring some 
of the city’s foremost chefs and world leading 
fashion houses such as Hermés, Louis Vuitton 
and Pucci. This autumn, labels including 
Valentino and Dolce & Gabbana will also open 
their doors.

From beach...

This resurgent area is drawing a discerning new 
clientele who will undoubtedly appreciate The 
Betsy – South Beach, a property that epitomises 
the blossoming arts and design scene. Its classic 
columned façade stands out amongst the 
geometric Art Deco shapes of its neighbours 
as the only example of Florida Georgian 
architecture on Ocean Drive. Enjoying 
unobstructed Atlantic views, the rooftop terrace 
is the perfect place to spend a lazy afternoon 
sunbathing; it is also the venue for Miami’s only 
truly outdoor spa, where guests can enjoy a 
range of global inspired treatments in bamboo 
framed private cabanas. 

In the heart of Miami’s Culture District, the 
hotel is a regular partner of Art Basel, the 
international arts fair that runs concurrently 
with Design Miami Week, and its Lobby Salon 
and B Bar have played host to a number of 
important exhibitions during the festival. Also a 
regular venue for local writers’ salons, original 
artwork is on display throughout the rooms and 
suites. Accommodations also boast personal 
libraries with autographed works from leading 
authors and each night poems are placed on the 
pillow as part of the turndown service.

60
bill niGHy
SecondS with... 

Actor

The tropical islands of Turks & Caicos provided 
the backdrop for the latest film in the Worricker 
trilogy, starring Bill Nighy, recently aired on 
BBC Two. Keeley Bolger spoke to the actor at  
a Q&A for the Trilogy.

Enjoy the best of both worlds by combining the gleaming white sands and pristine bays of the 
Turks & Caicos islands with a cosmopolitan and lively city break in Miami.

What’s the first thing you do when you see 
an empty mile of beach? Squeal excitedly? 
Take a picture of it immediately and stick it 
on Facebook? Paddle board from it? Or 
take a yoga class on it? After an indulgent 
Christmas, the latter seemed the most 
sensible option for me. After, of course,  
I had done the first two. A mile of toe-
scrunching white sand is not the only 
squeal-worthy thing Parrot Cay by COMO 
has. Its chic white hotel rooms swaddle you 
in calm; its beautiful landscape is just the 
right side of manicured; its restaurants 
revive faith that the Caribbean can do great 
food; and its COMO Shambhala Retreat 
cossets and pampers you. If you prefer 
your holidays to be a little livelier, Turks & 
Caicos’ main island Providenciales –  
or Provo to the locals – feels more 
connected to the outside world. Sitting at 
Jars – Grace Bay Club’s pop-up beach 
restaurant where everything is served in, 
err, jars – there was less of my squealing 
and yoga and more of the people-watching 
and cocktail sipping. The cocktails can 
continue into the night, moving across to 
Infiniti Bar, which Grace Bay says is the 
longest bar in the Caribbean. With this 
super-cool bar, an adults-only pool, family 
friendly VIK (Very Important Kids) 
programme and touches such as a running 
butler, it’s easy to see why the island’s 
first-ever five-star hotel continues to have 
all-round appeal.

april hutchinson, 
editor oF ttgluXurY –  
the leading luXurY title 
oF the traVel industrY, 
recentlY Visited the 
islands

“tHis Glorious sCene, 
rePlete witH tHe sleePy 
CAribbeAn islAnD’s 
GlisteninG CleAr wAters 
AnD seeminGly enDless 
stretCHes oF wHite sAnD, 
woulD be most PeoPle’s  
iDeA oF PArADise”

/ carrier: destination focuscarrier: destination focus /

 Discover more online... Read the full 
interview with Bill Nighy.
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Augustin the Month oF...
Carrier’s guide on where to go this summer

Il Salviatino, Fiesole and Palazzo Victoria, Verona

coMMeMorate Ferragosto in italY 
The month of summer festivals, August is a special time in Italy when civic 
squares become al fresco concert venues and even the smallest village is lit up 
with fireworks commemorating public holiday, Ferragosto, on the 15th. Stay 
at Il Salviatino, a restored 15th Century country villa enjoying spectacular 
hillside views over Florence. Its rooms and suites preserve many original features 
including spiral staircases and hidden libraries. It is difficult to be closer to the 
city, and yet feel so far away. After a day’s sightseeing and celebrations, take 
the complimentary shuttle ride and return to the tranquillity of your villa, cool 
off in the panoramic pool or luxuriate with a spa treatment created by one of 
Florence’s leading perfume houses. Should you opt for the Opera Festival in 
Verona, we recommend the elegant Palazzo Victoria as your base. Unique 
rooms and suites are ornately furnished and in some cases boast original 
frescoes. A selected few have wrap-around balconies from which to watch the 
world go by as romantic arias drift across from the nearby Arena di Verona.

The Breakers, Palm Beach, Florida

alternatiVe Florida 
For FaMilies 
Palm Beach can certainly rival Orlando for a family 
summer holiday. What it lacks in roller coasters, it 
more than makes up for when it comes to keeping 
little ones entertained, from spotting alligators and 
herons on air boat tours in the Everglades to going 
in search of manatees and pelicans on boat trips 
from Boynton Beach. Located in the heart of Palm 
Beach on its own tropical beachfront, The Breakers 
boasts two championship golf courses along with a 
leading tennis facility. There is plenty of room for 
families to unwind with four oceanfront pools and 
eight restaurants to choose from, along with a range 
of junior treatments at the spa. Children can enjoy 
games and movies at the Family Entertainment 
Center, enrol at the golf academy or take part in 
cookery lessons at the Coconut Crew Camp.

Shanti Maurice – A Nira Resort, 
Mauritius

neW season treats
The perfect alternative to searing Mediterranean 
heat, Mauritius enjoys balmy temperatures 
of around 25°C during August. Hugging the 
coastline, Shanti Maurice encourages its 
guests to embrace island culture, from learning 
family recipes over a communal dining table 
at Grandma’s Kitchen to taking tours of local 
plantation houses and tea factories. New for this 
season, the Rum Shed continues the emphasis 
on Mauritian heritage. Decorated in the style of 
a traditional island rum shop, driftwood planks 
adorn the walls and chairs are fashioned from 
bicycle rims. Offering the largest collection 
in Mauritius, guests can savour 180 different 
varieties from 36 countries in an authentic local 
ambience whilst tasting local samosas or  
dholl-puri garnished with green chilli sauce.

carrier: When to go /

Also this summer...
Crop Over carnival celebrations in Barbados / Frieze Art Fair New York with exclusive offer at Trump International / 
US Open Tennis in New York / Verbier Music Festival / Andrea Bocelli concert in Tuscany / Mauritius Kite Surfing Festival  

tHe mAlDives
Amid white sands and whispering 
coconut palms, high end resorts 
promise blissful relaxation beside 
cobalt seas. Whether you are seeking 
refined luxury or kick-off-your-shoes 
escapism, the world’s leading hotel 
brands oblige magnificently; from 
expansive butler-serviced beach villas 
to fabulous glass-floored overwater 
bungalows. The food is world-class,  
the diving is spectacular.

we are going to…

 Discover more online... Read Carrier’s Summer Series for further inspiration on where else to go this summer. 

 Discover more online... 

Search special offers and savings from 
19 of the leading hotels and resorts.
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Antigua... 
Colourful, unspoiled and utterly relaxed; 
Antigua is an island blessed with soft white 
sand beaches – reputedly one for every day of 
the year. Resorts range from rustic beachfront 
abodes to ultra-chic oases; one of the most 
renowned being Carlisle Bay – a privately 
owned enclave recognised for raising the bar 
for contemporary excellence in the Caribbean 
– and this year celebrating its 10th anniversary. 
A programme of exciting new projects marks 
the occasion, including the opening of The 
Jetty Grill. This new adults-only venue is due to 
open in May, offering light lunches, a selection 
of fresh grills and wine by the carafe, all served 
just steps from the azure Caribbean Sea. Still 
under wraps are the details of four new feature 
suites. Designers are currently working with the 
hotel on concepts for these new rooms and they 
are sure to be at the cutting-edge of cool island 
style. Carrier will of course be keeping our 
clients abreast of new developments.

Barbados... 
An island tinged with glamour and celebrity, 
dazzling stretches of star-studded coastline 
provide the ultimate escape whilst a lively 
restaurant scene offers a host of internationally 
acclaimed restaurants. Nestled on the legendary 
Platinum Coast, The Fairmont Royal Pavilion 
is your perfect base to truly unwind and lose 
yourself in a book. Close to the ocean edge and 
boasting spectacular views, all accommodations 
are beachfront; indulge with an in-room spa 
treatment, then enjoy an open-air dinner under 
the Moorish arches of the Palm Restaurant.

Consider an east coast US city break twinned 
with a Caribbean escape – the perfect 
amalgamation of a buzzing metropolis and  
laid-back tropical island luxe. 

New York is an exhilarating mix of ultra-modern 
and cutting-edge culture. Immerse yourself in 
all that this city has to offer from the dazzling 
lights of Broadway to the eclectic boutiques of 

Greenwich Village before retreating for some 
well-earned downtime in The Bahamas. These 
islands are a place of escapism and relaxation; 
meander along the sugar soft pink sands or dive 
into the astonishingly colourful underwater 
world of the warm, crystalline seas.

Anguilla

Just a short hop from Antigua, this isle has a 
deliciously languid vibe. Boasting a world-class 
dining scene, Meads Bay has recently seen the 

arrival of two new restaurants at the top of their 
game. The ‘cuisine capital of the Caribbean’ 

more than justifies its reputation.

British Virgin Islands

These islands are an escapists dream. Exquisite 
isles float in an emerald sea, their beauty more 

than just skin deep, a distinct character emanating 
from each. Why not charter a fully-crewed yacht  

to really explore and experience all that this  
area has to offer.

St Barths

Chic and cosmopolitan with an atmosphere of 
casual sophistication, this is where the jet-set 
crowd go to see and be seen. Yet, despite the 

glamour and designer lifestyle, this is an island 
tailor-made for exploration with charming 

fishing villages and hidden beaches to discover.

The Grenadines

The bustling sophistication of Barbados is in 
perfect juxtaposition to the calm and tranquil 
beauty of The Grenadines. These islands are 

the ultimate hideaway retreats. Blissfully 
stress and fuss free ravishing beaches, unspoilt 

tropical green hills and glorious coral reefs 
invite gentle relaxation.

St Lucia

The towering twin pitons and annual vibrant 
jazz festival set this Caribbean island apart. 

Thick verdant rainforests, teeming coral reefs, 
steaming sulphurous springs and volcanic plugs 

rising majestically from the sea; this is a place 
for tropical adventures. Why not scale Gros 

Piton for dizzying island views.

there are FeW Better WaYs to trulY appreciate What the cariBBean has to oFFer than coMBining 
tWo oF the idYllic islands on a tWin centre Break. here are our perFect pairings.

it’s All About... twin Centres

Alternatively…

 Twinned with…

 Twinned with…

 Discover more online... View an additional 
five twin centres that Carrier recommend.
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Exploding the myth that family holidays have to 
be about the beach, these two exclusive hillside 
retreats offer a range of cultural experiences 
to engage younger guests. Whether you opt 
for a Renaissance monastery in the hills above 
Florence or a honey-coloured Mallorcan 
manor house in the artist’s village of Deia, little 
ones are encouraged to really get under the 
skin of the place; from learning how to capture 
Mallorca’s rugged landscapes on a painting 
master class with the artist in residence to 
exploring Florence’s museums on a treasure 
hunt across the ages.

Belmond Villa San Michele, Florence
The famous Italian passion for children is evident 
throughout this restored 15th Century monastery 
whose façade is attributed to Michelangelo. This 
hotel enjoys an incomparable setting amongst 
Italian formal gardens overlooking Florence’s 
inimitable skyline. 

Introduced last summer, the Smile Club 
entertains younger guests with fun-filled activities 
that teach them more about Italian culture.  

They could learn how to make classic dishes such 
as tiramisu or gnocchi with Attilio, the chef, who 
also inspires junior cooks with his flamboyant 
pizza making demonstrations. Explore Florence’s 
historical centre by bike, join a shopping tour 
of the best boutiques or enjoy a hands-on ice 
cream making lesson at one of the city’s gelaterie. 
Maurizio, the Kids’ Concierge knows where 
families can have the most fun in Florence and 
he is happy to tailor-make excursions, such as 
a picnic in an enchanted forest or rafting on the 
Arno river. 

Belmond La Residencia, Mallorca
Borrowing inspiration from its location on 
Mallorca’s rugged northern coastline, this 
hideaway boasts two galleries and one of the 
largest sculpture gardens in Spain within its 
luxuriant citrus groves and palm-shaded terraces. 
Works of local artists are on display in the rooms 
and suites which combine a rustic, cosy décor of 
wooden beams and terracotta tiles. 

Art exhibitions often have children in mind 
with interactive pieces on display that younger 
guests are encouraged to play with. The artist, 
sculptor and ceramicist in residence all run junior 
workshops designed to nurture emerging talents – 
from decorating ceramic starfish to experimenting 
with Picasso-style linoleum engravings. Naturally, 
there is more to Belmond La Residencia than 
easels and palettes. Children can hone their skills 
on the tennis courts, take a trek with the hotel’s 
donkeys Pancho, Luna and Alba to discover a 
secret picnic glade or join in a dance class. Be sure 
to explore the region; join a guided hike through 
the UNESCO Serra de Tramuntana Mountain 
Range, or for an alternative vantage point, take a 
sailing trip around the coastline.

Belmond is the new name for the Orient-Express 
Hotels Ltd. Collection.

Head for 
the Hills

Clockwise from left: Kids’ Concierge at belmond Villa San 
Michele, belmond Villa San Michele and Italian gardens, 
cooking class at belmond La Residencia, Tramuntana 
Mountains surrounding belmond La Residencia

renowneD For tHeir blenD oF exotiC ADventure, serene 
inDulGenCe AnD FAsHion-ForwArD style, emboDieD by 
suPermoDel CHristy turlinGton in A new brAnD 
CAmPAiGn; 2014 is set to be A lAnDmArk yeAr For 
one&only resorts. in ADDition to CelebrAtinG tHeir 10tH 
AnniversAry witH A miCHelin stAr-stuDDeD re-lAunCH At 

one&only PAlmillA’s AGuA by lArbi restAurAnt, AnD A 
Debut limiteD eDition FAsHion ColleCtion ConCeiveD by 
ten oF tHe most souGHt-AFter DesiGners in tHe inDustry, 
2014 will Also Doubtless be remembereD For tHe 
oPeninG oF tHeir 8tH resort – tHe iConiC one&only 
HAymAn islAnD on AustrAliA’s GreAt bArrier reeF.

carrier: edits /
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tHe new brAnD

November 2013 saw the unveiling of 
One&Only Resort’s new brand campaign, 
which sees supermodel Christy Turlington  
take centre stage in a series of stylised black  
and white photographs epitomising the 
experience at these ultra-luxury resorts. 
Staying true to its DNA, the brand’s new 
campaign also features five short films to 
communicate One&Only’s genuine hospitality, 
authentic sense of local culture and the unique 
life and energy at the resorts.

“The world evolves, people evolve and in order 
to remain relevant, campaigns also need to 
evolve”, commented Helen McCabe-Young, 
Executive Vice President. “We really wanted 
this campaign to be a discovery, we hope 
to captivate consumers with our impactful 
imagery and let the exploration continue 
through the films”.

The hotel group tapped New York-based 
creative agency, Chandelier, to develop 
the campaign, which was shot by fashion 
photographer and filmmaker, Greg Kadel,  
at One&Only Palmilla in Mexico. “One&Only 
has always had a strong connection to fashion 
– our guests are interested in it and it resonates 
with them”, continued McCabe-Young. 
“Chandelier and Greg Kadel were great choices 
for us as they hit all these marks – luxury, 
fashion and importantly, an ability to translate 
those attributes to create emotive visuals 
that feel natural and real. This was extremely 
important to us in choosing Christy Turlington 
who we felt could capture the essence of what  
it feels like to experience One&Only. It’s 
genuine and real. She is a guest at One&Only, 
not a spokesperson”.

carrier: one&only resorts /  / carrier: one&only resorts

in otHer news...
This July, Australia’s iconic island resort in the 
heart of the Great Barrier Reef will re-launch 
as One&Only Hayman Island. Following a 
multi-million dollar renovation, the new-look 
private island will unveil with fewer, larger and 
more private accommodations as well as a 
brand new One&Only Health Spa and Beauty 
Salon. The best part is that a host of wildlife 
experts and marine biologists will be joining  
the team and leading programmes to discover 
the incredible surrounding ecosystem.

Adding to its all-villa offering, One&Only 
Reethi Rah in the Maldives has introduced 
the new Grand Sunset Residence. With three 
bedrooms, sleeping up to seven guests, the new 

villa boasts a private swimming pool, 24-hour 
host, private chef and two complimentary golf 
buggies to get around the island. The ever 
popular Grand Water Villas have also been 
enhanced with the addition of private pools. 

To mark the 10th anniversary of the opening  
of One&Only Palmilla in Los Cabos, Mexico, 
the resort has re-launched its beloved Agua 
restaurant as ‘Agua by Larbi’ in recognition  
of Chef Larbi Dahrouch. Agua has long been  
a favourite of guests for its lively atmosphere, 
breathtaking views of the Sea of Cortez and  
the lights of San Jose del Cabo and its fusion  
of Mexican, Mediterranean and Indian cuisine.

“My vision was to 
ditch the matching 
luggage and deliver a 
campaign that offered 
a sensory experience 
instead of a formulaic 
rotation of messages 
like every other luxury 
hospitality brand uses. 
Stay at any One&Only 
resort and you will 
find very intuitive 
personal offerings 
and little, unexpected 
indulgences – all 
special, transformative 
moments that we 
needed to communicate 
in different ways. 
Christy Turlington was 

always our first option. 
We threw around a 
few other names, but 
Christy was ideal. She 
has one of the most 
recognisable faces in 
fashion, but lives an 
extraordinary life well 
beyond her modelling 
career. She is a wife, 
mother, entrepreneur 
and philanthropist and 
speaks to the most 
discriminating of luxury 
travellers by signalling 
luxury without 
screaming it. This was 
my first time working 
with her and it was a 
great experience.”

richard christiansen
Founder / Creative Director, Chandelier Creative

LIMITED EDITION
Design inspired by destination

One&Only Resorts has 
launched an exclusive, 
capsule fashion collection, 
‘Limited Edition’, in 
collaboration with ten prolific 
designers. The likes of 
Matthew Williamson, Melissa 
Odabash and Charlotte 
Olympia Dellal (pictured 
above) have each designed 
personalised creations all 
inspired by the beauty and 
style of the One&Only Resorts 
across the world. These 
bespoke pieces are available 
exclusively from select 
One&Only boutiques in resort.

“one&onlY has 
alWaYs had a strong 
connection to Fashion 
– our guests are 
interested in it and it 
resonates With theM”
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HEAVENLY HONEYMOONS
Inspirational romantic retreats from a Greek island enclave to an Indian Ocean escape...

/ carrier: sanctuaries

Santorini – distinguished for spectacular 
caldera vistas and breathtaking sunsets – is a 
renowned honeymoon destination. Nestling 
in the white-washed village of Imerovigli, the 
boutique gem that is Grace Santorini provides 
an exquisite escape for couples looking for 
romantic tranquillity. 

The Villa at Grace Santorini is the epitome 
of privacy and seclusion – a self-contained 
sanctuary that is entirely your own. With its 
own spa, private chef available on request, a 
carefully stocked wine cellar and fine cigar bar, 
honeymoon cosseting is assured.

Beautiful outdoor spaces encompass the villa. 
Double-level seating areas and sundecks wrap 
around the private infinity pool and offer 
superlative caldera panoramas. An outdoor 
fireplace and gazebo mean that you can make 
the most of the spectacular setting, day or night. 
Dining can be arranged on the terrace – the 
lobster risotto paired with one of the sublime 
Santorini wines is highly recommended. 
Set high on the hillside with uninterrupted 
views stretching as far as the eye can see, the 
outstanding setting of The Villa provides the 
ultimate dais to watch the legendary sunsets 
in utmost privacy, as if the Greek gods were 
putting on a show just for you.

Grace Santorini, Greece
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‘Sip a glass of chilled Prosecco and watch as 
                        the sun dissolves into the horizon...’

Castello di Casole – A Timbers Resort 
Tuscany, Italy

/ carrier: sanctuariescarrier: sanctuaries /

Few hotels encapsulate the enduring Italian 
spirit of romance as effortlessly as Castello di 
Casole – A Timbers Resort. A restored 10th 
Century castle set in 4200 acres of silvery 
olive groves, chestnut woods and poppy-filled 
meadows, it enjoys a unique vantage point over 
the smooth cypress-crowned hills and honey 
coloured villages of the heartland of Tuscany. 
Its 41 suites celebrate the region’s artistic 
heritage with travertine flooring and Carrara 
marble bathrooms. Honeymooners can choose 
between the cosy Classica and Studio suites 
with their exposed stonework and wooden 
beams and the sleek Oliveto suites which enjoy 
a touch of modern Italian design as well as 
boasting large private panoramic terraces. 

Set in an enchanting and idyllic position on the 
edge of the Chianti Hills, the region’s classic 
art towns, including Florence, Siena and Pisa, 
are all a short drive away and the experienced 
concierge excels at designing bespoke 
itineraries to help guests explore. Newly-weds 
can experience a memorable drive into the 

surrounding countryside in a Lamborghini 
for the day, take in the medieval towers of San 
Gimignano and the Roman theatre of Volterra, 
or relax together on a private sightseeing tour 
of Florence from their own rowing boat along 
the River Arno. Siena’s famous scallop-shaped 
square, Il Campo, can be discovered on foot or, 
for an extra touch of indulgence, the hotel can 
arrange for you to enjoy the spectacular city 
panoramas from a different viewpoint with a 
private tour by plane. Absorb the city’s striking 
black and white striped cathedral and medieval 
turreted town hall from above.

Naturally, there are plenty of opportunities to 
savour the world-class gastronomic cuisine 
of the region. From personalised wine tasting 
tours in the Chianti vineyards to hands-on 
lessons in olive oil production and grappa, 
cheese and chocolate tastings, not to mention 
hearty lunches enjoyed at local farms and 
romantic dinners in medieval castles. As well 
as offering unrivalled cultural and gastronomic 
discoveries, Castello di Casole is somewhere 

you can unwind and enjoy mellow days 
at a slower pace. Relax with a cappuccino 
overlooking the patchwork of vineyards that 
encircle the property on the Tosca Terrace, 
luxuriate in a rose or lavender infused 
treatment together at the spa, or work up an 
appetite mountain biking on one of the estate’s 
many trails before savouring home-made pasta 
seasoned with herbs from the chef’s vegetable 
garden. As the day draws to a close, relax by the 
aquamarine infinity pool, sip a glass of chilled 
Prosecco and watch as the sun dissolves into 
the horizon.

Baros Maldives

A teardrop of swaying coconut palms, purple 
bougainvillaea and fragrant hibiscus fringed 
by a crescent of white sands, this resort could 
be considered a blueprint for the ideal tropical 
honeymoon setting. Baros Maldives is a superb 
choice for couples who love the water; boasting 
its own house reef and within easy reach of 30 
of the Maldives’ finest dive sites, scuba diving is 
a must-do. Alternatively, Nooma – a traditional 
handcrafted Maldivian sailing dhoni – is 
available for private charter; take to the seas on 
a snorkelling and diving tour around the ‘Black 
Coral Reef’ or join the resident marine biologist 
for an exclusive night snorkelling session. 

For the days when downtime is your priority, 
a private sandbank provides the exclusive 
backdrop for a couple’s sunrise yoga lesson 
or maybe a picnic lunch. The intimate resort 
is also home to one of the archipelago’s finest 
restaurants, The Lighthouse. Spectacularly 
located on the sunset side of the island and 
set over the water, this is the place to savour a 
cool aperitif whilst taking in the uninterrupted 
sunset views. The cuisine is sublime; relish 
Maldivian specialities such as Asian spice 
grilled Mahi Mahi fillets and pan-fried 
lemongrass Sand Lobster tails.      

Spice Island 
Beach Resort, Grenada

This intimate family-run retreat offers 
honeymooners their very own slice of 
paradisiacal island life. Seductively set on the 
fringes of one of Grenada’s finest beaches, 
make the most of this spectacular location 

Bali, Indonesia

Mystical and enchanting, 
Bali offers a spiritual mix of 
natural wonders and centuries 
old tradition. Rice paddies 
trip down hillsides like giant 
steps and Seminyak provides 
superlative golden sand 
beaches upon which to relax. 
At The Legian, honeymooners 
can dine in secluded 
beachfront pavilions and enjoy 
signature rituals at the spa.

Bora Bora,  
French Polynesia

Cast yourself away in these  
far-flung desert isles – 
nowhere conjures up images 
quite so romantic as the South 
Pacific. The Four Seasons 
Resort, Bora Bora, is a piece 
of Polynesian perfection 
where newly-weds can spot 
unicornfish and sea urchins 
from their glass-panelled 
thatched overwater villa and 
savour private beach dinners.

More honeymoon 
inspiration...

and choose to stay in either the signature 
Cinnamon or Saffron Suites. Mere steps from 
the beach, you can walk directly out onto your 
own patch of sugar white sand and unwind on 
your hammock in sublime Caribbean seclusion. 
All of the suites at the resort offer a delicious 
level of privacy. The Pool Suites have secluded 
walled gardens and the Royal Collection Suites 
also boast saunas.

Oliver’s restaurant serves elevated Creole 
cuisine just steps from the shore, but if you are 
loathe to burst your romantic bubble and leave 
the privacy of your suite, room service can be 
delivered course by course; the full menu is 
available to select from too. If you do need an 
excuse to venture into the outside world then 
rainforest hikes offer the opportunity to spot 
hummingbirds, armadillos and mona monkeys.
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Where virgin redwood forest and flower-filled 
coastal headlands descend vertiginously 
to a dramatic shoreline pounded by the 
Pacific Ocean, Big Sur offers up Californian 
scenery on a monumental scale.

Named after its original pioneers, Post Ranch 
Inn’s frontier heritage resonates through 
its blend of rustic elegance and understated 
luxury. A seamless fusion of art and nature 
further enhanced by the use of reclaimed wood, 
glass, steel and natural stone throughout, its 
39 rooms showcase Big Sur’s incomparable 
vistas without detracting from the landscape. 
Eschewing straight lines, the design flows 
with the coastline. Sometimes circular or even 
butterfly-shaped or with grass-thatched roofs, 
rooms are cantilevered off the mountainside 
or suspended high above the forest floor. 

Guests can enjoy dizzying seascapes from 
private decks with outdoor hot tubs, relax 
in the ridge-top spa or explore California’s 
legendary Highway 1 that runs by the property.

the architect

Graduate of the 
University of Oklahoma 
where he worked with 
the eminent bruce Goff, 
leading eco-architect 
Mickey Muennig fell in 
love with big Sur after 
his first visit in 1971, 
soon after making it his 
home. A striking example 
of organic architecture, 
his vision for Post Ranch 
Inn was to combine 
luxury, sustainability and 
celebrate the unique 
natural environment. 

A room
with A...

Post Ranch Inn,  
Big Sur, California

view
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Travellers are often inspired by destinations, 
but few hotel brands have the power to capture 
the imagination and draw visitors back time 
and time again. The Aman group is that rare 
exception. With 26 boutique properties 
worldwide attracting a legion of ever-growing 
devotees – these ‘Aman Junkies’ are hooked on 
the hotel group’s unique offerings, where the 
experience of the guest takes centre stage.

Driven by creativity rather than profit, 
Indonesian founder Adrian Zecha, opens 
resorts with low room counts and high staff to 
guest ratios. The approach is always simple but 
elegant, with the emphasis on intimacy and 
discretion rather than showy opulence.
In both design and service, it is the attention to 
detail that really counts. When Aman opened 
their first hotel in Phuket, staff members were 
instructed to spray water to cool the sand.  
However, despite a common approach, 
every Aman property offers a very different 
experience. We shine a spotlight on some of the 
most exciting yet contrasting Aman enclaves.

Aman in America

Constantly defying imitation, the Aman 
concept proved especially groundbreaking 
when their first property opened in North 
America. Unlike other flash, opulent five-star 
retreats, Amangani in Wyoming oozes subtle 
sophistication and smart rustic charm. Set just 
over 2000 metres above sea level at the crest of 
the East Gros Ventre Butte, the 40 suite hotel 
evokes the atmosphere of the American West. 

During winter, guests come here to ski – 
Amangani was voted top Ski Hotel by readers 
of Condé Nast Traveller – or relax in front 
of roaring fires and admire mountain views 
through vast glass windows. Those brave 
enough can take a dip outdoors at sunset in the 
heated pool finished in frost-coloured quartzite 
tiles, or a horse-drawn sleigh ride after dark to 
the National Elk Refuge.

Set within easy reach of Grand Teton and 
Yellowstone National Park, Amangani is a true 
wilderness escape and, during summer months, 
staff can arrange biologist-led wildlife tours 
searching for black and grizzly bears and 300 
species of birds. A very different, but by no 
means less impressive landscape can be enjoyed 
at Aman’s second US destination, Amangiri. 
A low-lying luxury escape built into the deep 
canyons of Southern Utah, close to the border 
with Arizona, the hotel blends effortlessly into 
its mesmerising surroundings. 

At its heart, a swimming pool hugs a rock 
escarpment, with views stretching across the 
sun-soaked desert towards the Escalante 
National Monument. Daybeds appear to float 
on water and a hot tub can be found at the base 
of a rock wall. The spa features a floatation 
therapy pavilion, while an open-air desert 
lounge is perfect for stargazing. Activities 
include visits to caves and treks through the  
slot canyons, which provided the inspiration  
for Amangiri’s architecture and design.

Aman in Bhutan

Aman prides itself on opening up remote and 
less explored regions, and there is no better 
example than their five lodges in the Himalayan 
Buddhist Kingdom of Bhutan. A country where 
wealth is measured by happiness and traffic 
lights are banned for being disruptive to public 
peace, Bhutan lies between Tibet and India. 
Tourism is strictly controlled, but those who 
are privileged enough to visit are charmed by 
the spirit of the people and enthralled by a 
landscape of rivers flowing through valleys and 
passes and peaks towering at over 7000 metres. 

The Amankora lodges are spread across the 
country’s central and western valleys in Paro, 
Thimphu, Punakha, Gangtey and Bumthang. 
They can be easily combined to fully embrace 
all that this enticing land has to offer.

From a converted traditional Bhutanese 
farmhouse at Punakha, originally built to 
oversee surrounding paddy fields and orchards, 

to a rustic 24 suite retreat in Paro fringed by 
forests of blue pines and looking out to Mount 
Jhomolhari, each lodge is distinct.

The smallest is Gangtey, with just eight intimate 
suites, set in the little-visited Phobjikha Valley. 
It forms part of the Black Mountains National 
Park, one of Bhutan’s most important wildlife 
sanctuaries, where a flock of rare black-necked 
cranes nest.

Spiritual enlightenment forms an important 
part of a visit to Bhutan; Aman can arrange 
journeys in meditation with guided exercises 
and talks. The lodges’ cedar-scented spas are 
a welcome antidote to the stresses of western 
living. Along with visits to ancient temples 
and lessons in archery – the country’s national 
sport, guests can also choose from a variety 
of treks, ending their journey in a dining tent 
packed with tea and food.

The  
‘Aman Junkie’
Phenomenon

Clockwise from left: View from the Amangiri 
Suite, Tiger’s Nest Monastery in bhutan, 
Amankora Paro Suite, Amangani swimming 
pool, Girijaala Suite exterior at Amangiri
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Amanzo’e, Porto Heli, Greece

Perched on a hilltop overlooking the east 
Peloponnese countryside and coastline, this 
discreet property echoes the fabled Greek 
acropolises of ancient times. Even the layout 
of the resort borrows from history, with the 
38 suites built in an amphitheatre shape to 
maximise views of the sea. All suites have their 
own private pool, set on a free-standing pavilion. 

Should you prefer the feel of sea water on your 
skin, a short chauffeured drive will bring you 
to the magnificent private beach which forms 
part of the hotel’s Beach Club. Take a dip in 
the crystal clear waters of the Aegean – the 
sheltered bays offering the perfect place to 
partake in a range of watersports, whilst a 
myriad of islets and islands – such as Spetses 
and Hydra – can easily be explored by boat.

In keeping with the Aman ethos, the design of 
the property is minimal yet sleek and stylish 
with stone walls and columns decorated in 
muted tones, whilst some of the suites boast 
pools lined with emerald-coloured marble. 
Each villa comes with two members of staff 
to attend to guests’ needs, making it possible 
to enjoy all the hotel has to offer without even 
lifting a finger.

The spa, set within a walled garden and designed 
as a tranquil sanctuary, provides extensive 
wellness and relaxation facilities accompanied 
by beautiful views. A range of treatments are 
available as well as seasonal spa journeys – 
including the expertise of a watsu practitioner. 
At night, cocktails can be enjoyed under a starry 
sky in an outdoor lounge with burning fire.

Amanruya, Bodrum, Turkey

Peeping through a forest of fragrant pines and 
olive trees, the 36 flat-roofed stone cottages of 
this coastal resort on the Bodrum Peninsula 

are connected by winding paths and secret 
courtyards on a quiet hillside.

Although only 15 minutes from hip hangout 
Göltürkbükü, the property feels remarkably 
secluded, in keeping with its name meaning 
‘peaceful dream’. Guests can easily slip away 
from view – taking a dip in a green marble 
infinity pool, admiring artworks in an on-site 
gallery, escaping to a private pebble beach 
lapped by crystal clear water a short stroll from 
the hotel, or retiring to a tower library filled with 
works of Turkish literature.

Having been designed using local stone, acajou 
wood furnishings and cool Turkish marble 
floors, cottages are open plan and feature a 
bedroom, living area, private garden and pool. 

The local architects intended the resort to 
resemble a traditional Anatolian village 
and wandering the twisting paths can easily 
transport you to another time and place.

A choice of seasonal Turkish, Asian and 
Mediterranean cuisine is served across four 
restaurants. Alternatively, staff can prepare 
picnics to be enjoyed by the beach or in forest 
glades. There is also a good choice of activities 
to enjoy in the area – from exploring the 
coastline in a gulet boat, to ancient Greek 
excavation at Ephesus. This stretch of coastline 
is said to be where Homer’s famous heroes 
were born and where the Romans built temples 
to honour their gods. Its magic continues to 
captivate visitors today.

An Aman Spring in  
the Mediterranean
An escape to the Mediterranean is an appealing prospect as Europe begins its gentle waltz into 
springtime, bringing with it warmer temperatures and longer, sunnier days.

“We wanted [Sveti Stefan] to 
look like a village, how it was 
intended to be. The honesty 
of this place means that if 
you do something wrong, it 
sticks out like a sore thumb. 
Initially there was some local 
concern, but those who 
have seen the sensitive way 
the site has been treated 
have relaxed and appreciate 
what we’ve done.”

MarYlou thoMson,  
interior designer 
at sVeti steFan

Aman Sveti Stefan, Montenegro

Still one of Europe’s best kept secrets, 
despite increased accessibility thanks to 
direct flights from the UK, Croatia’s lesser-
known neighbour has been attracting the 
glitterati for years. Sophia Loren was a fan 
of the picturesque site where Sveti Stefan 
now stands, once a 15th Century fortified 
village connected to the mainland by a narrow 
isthmus. Aman has revived the spirit of the 
islet, with a village-like resort connected by 
winding cobbled lanes and open courtyards. 
The lack of any maps or signposts underpins 
the interior designer’s intention for guests to 
feel refreshingly lost.

Aman followed strict guidelines when building 
the property and every effort has been made 
to preserve historical authenticity. Details on 
doors and windows have been maintained and 
no two rooms are the same; even the lanterns 

hanging in windows are a nod to the wives 
who would once use them to welcome their 
fishermen husbands home from sea.

There are 58 suites in total with eight housed 
in the stately Villa Milocer on the mainland, 
once the summer residence of Queen Marija 
Karadordevic. Here parquet-floored rooms are 
filled with silk, leather and antique furnishings. 
There are also three pink sand beaches to 
choose from and hidden behind pine trees 
fringing the Queen’s Beach, a new spa is due to 
open this summer.

On the island, a swimming pool is set on a 
clifftop overlooking the Adriatic Sea, whilst  
on the lower terrace the Signature pool can be 
found along with two restaurants.

ˇ

´- -
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trumP internAtionAl CentrAl PArk
Few New York hotels can rival the jaw dropping splendour of the Trump 
International Central Park. Overlooking Manhattan’s most celebrated 
green space, its bold urban rooms frame the city’s skyline to perfection 
through their ten foot floor-to-ceiling windows. The city’s only five star 
and five diamond hotel to also have a five star and five diamond restaurant, 
guests rub shoulders with Manhattan elite at the renowned Jean-Georges 
– named after its three Michelin-starred chef Jean-Georges Vongerichten. 
At the more relaxed Nougatine, diners can observe Vongerichten’s artistry 
in the show kitchen. The ultimate metropolitan haven, the Trump Spa 
boasts a lap pool and gym together with leading treatments conceived by 
some of the city’s finest skin specialists.

Immerse yourself in nature: 
Four seAsons resort lAnGkAwi
Untamed natural beauty meets ingenious design at the Four Seasons 
Resort Langkawi, a luxurious beach retreat that offers a window on 
the rainforest from its elegant villas and pavilions. Where the jungle 
spills out onto the Andaman Sea, this is the perfect springboard for 
explorations of the neighbouring UNESCO Kilim Karst Geoforest Park. 
The resort’s resident naturalist escorts guests on boat tours through 
twisted mangroves and underneath limestone cliffs in search of eagles, 
macaques and fiddler crabs. Rainforest treks lead to secret waterfalls and 
ancient caves. Sleepy villages, paddy fields, and colourful night markets 
can be explored on guided cycling tours, whilst the Geo Spa offers a 
unique blend of treatments inspired by the energy of the encircling 
botanic environment.

tAke insPirAtion 
AnD HeAD For 
unique resorts, 
unCHArteD 
territories 
AnD timelessly 
ClAssiC 
DestinAtions. 

The islands of aloha: 
CAPtivAtinG HAwAii
A tropical dreamscape of cobalt blue lagoons, emerald valleys and black, white, 
pink and even green sand beaches, Hawaii is nature in vivid technicolour. 
Home to one of the most active volcanoes in the world, along with a pristine 
coral reef and dozens of species of endemic flora, few places can rival its scenic 
splendour. Often dubbed a ‘once in a lifetime’ destination, in reality Hawaii is 
best uncovered little-by-little over several visits. Each of the six islands offer 
unique and distinct experiences and only by travelling at a slower pace can you 
really appreciate the legendary charm of these far flung Pacific islands.

Bustling Oahu is a great starting point to sample the archipelago’s heritage, 
whether it is getting the surf vibe on Waikiki Beach or exploring Pearl Harbour. 
In contrast to Honololu’s skyscrapers, on diminutive Molokai no building 
stands taller than a palm tree. Delightfully laid-back, ‘The Friendly Island’ 
offers a slice of Hawaiian culture. Backdrop for numerous Hollywood classics 
including Jurassic Park, on Kauai you can zip-line through lush rainforest, 
admire dizzying vistas into Waimea Canyon, ‘the Grand Canyon of the Pacific’, 
or spot monk seals on snorkelling trips. Lanai’s rugged empty terrain is perfect 
for 4x4 adventures to discover the giant boulders and rock towers of the 
Garden of the Gods. The surfers’ island of Maui also offers excellent whale 
watching and snorkelling. On Big Island, travellers can hike through lava tubes 
and volcanic craters in the shadow of Mount Kilauea. 

New culinary experience: 
FinCA Cortesin
Rural Andalucia may seem an unlikely venue to sample world leading 
Japanese cuisine, however from this spring, guests at Finca Cortesin 
can combine an exploration of arguably Spain’s most captivating region 
with an appreciation of the latest culinary innovations from Japan. 
Having just re-opened, Kabuki Raw garnered a wealth of accolades 
when it was launched last year. One of the resort’s five dining venues, 
the innovative concept allows diners to watch the chefs at work in the 
kitchen up close as they prepare a tantalising range of Japanese classics 
and Japanese-Mediterranean fusion dishes that change daily according 
to the fishermen’s catch on the Straits of Gibraltar. 

Set in olive and citrus groves descending to the Mediterranean Sea, 
Finca Cortesin is an exclusive enclave built in a traditional Andalucian 
style. The décor of the suites and pool villas blend traditional artisan 
crafts such as restored terracotta tiles and wooden flooring with a 
contemporary feel for light and space. The theme runs throughout 
the property which boasts cool courtyards and luxuriant gardens; the 
gym and indoor pool at the extensive spa are bathed in sunlight from 
floor-to-ceiling windows. As well as being one of the region’s largest, 
the spa also boasts a snow cave – the only one of its kind in Spain. A 
complimentary shuttle conveys guests to the elegant teak-floored beach 
club where they can relax on the sands on comfy loungers or cool off in 
the infinity pool. Finca Cortesin has also gained international renown 
for its championship golf course which has hosted the Volvo Matchplay 
Championship numerous times, welcoming high profile players such as 
Rory McIlroy and Lee Westwood.

Regional authenticity:
vibrAnt JAmAiCA
Cosmopolitan indulgence is fast being 
eschewed for reggae attitude in Jamaica 
with the most recent hotel openings being 
characterised by their celebration of regional 
authenticity. This resonates most strongly 
on the island’s mellow north eastern coast, 
shadowed by the Blue Mountains, which is also 
a growing centre for ecotourism. Travellers 
here can combine bamboo rafting along the 
renowned Rio Grande and jungle hikes to 
historic Nanny Falls with some of Jamaica’s 
most exclusive boutique accommodation. 

Close to sleepy Port Antonio, a former 
Georgian banana port reputedly the birthplace 
of Jerk cooking, guests can choose between 
sleek oceanfront pool villas at the Trident 
Hotel and deluxe tropical rainforest cabins 
at the Geejam Hotel. The brainchild of two 
leading music producers, both properties 
recall the island’s musical heritage. Geejam’s 
recording studio has welcomed an eclectic 
list of artists from Alicia Keys to Snoop Dogg; 
at Trident, guests enjoy Jamaican-Japanese 
fusion cuisine at Mike’s Supper Club – a high 
end ‘speakeasy’. 

Further along the coast, the aptly named 
Goldeneye reprises the country’s literary past. 
A cluster of lagoon cottages and beach villas, 
including Ian Fleming’s own former retreat, 
guests can join local fishermen in search of the 
day’s catch or spot sugarbirds, parakeets and 
hummingbirds on bird watching hikes.

 Discover more online... Read about 
Product Manager, Suzanne Walford’s recent 
trip to the island.
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To begin: the high-octane city of Ho Chi Minh, 
brimming with motorbikes, intimidating at 
first, until you learn that they dodge if you walk 
fearlessly into the road. Foot massages and 
street-food stalls are at every turn and equally 
delicious, but it was the Cu Chi tunnels that left 
the most indelible impression. At its peak, the 
network of subterranean passageways stretched 
from the Cambodian border to the outskirts 
of what was then Saigon. It is difficult not to 
be touched by the determination of those who 
fought there.

Just a short flight away is Con Dao Island, 
an untamed gem on the country’s south east 
coast. Arriving at Six Senses Con Dao, we 
were immediately struck by its silence and 
breathtaking beauty. There is a real sense of 
calm here, with leisurely days spent kayaking 
to deserted coves, riding our complimentary 
bicycles around the resort and retreating to the 
private plunge pool at our plush seafront villa.

Hiring a motorbike for the day is a must-do.  
We were provided with a map and a mobile 
phone pre-set with our personal butler’s 
number. The islands are relatively inaccessible, 
which has kept mass tourism at bay, leaving the 
coastal roads free for us to roam. First, around 
the harrowing ‘tiger cages’ – a fascinating 
insight into the captivity of communist 
prisoners during the Vietnam war – and then 
along the beautiful beaches at sunset. There is 
a lack of dining options away from the resort 
so we headed back for traditional cuisine at 
Vietnamese at the Market. Miss Lan and her 
team use recipes that have been passed down 
the generations, such as Pho Bo – rice noodle 
soup with beef fillet, shallots, herbs, hot basil, 
coriander and spring onions – served in the 
most delightful setting. 

Next stop: Hoi An, an exceptionally well-
preserved trading port on the coast of the 
South China Sea. The timing coincided with 

the full moon celebrations, where locals and 
tourists flock to the flickering candlelight and 
colourful lanterns of the old town. We released 
a couple of lotus flower-shaped lanterns with 
tiny candles onto the river, believed to bring 
happiness, luck and love.

No visit to Hoi An is complete without a trip 
to the tailors. Turning to Carrier’s Concierge 
to help us with an overwhelming choice, we 
opted for Ban Khanh Silk. The team of tailors 
there are extremely talented and some of the 
friendliest people we have ever met. 

Our adventure finished with a ride to My Son,  
a UNESCO-protected Champa temple 
complex, giving us a last chance to absorb the 
landscape dotted with rice paddy workers in 
conical straw hats.

The Far East stirs and soothes senses in equal 
measure; hushed temples contrast with bustling 
floating markets, whilst teeming old quarters 
counterpoint tranquil rice paddies, glittering bays 
and dense mangroves. These captivating countries 
allow visitors to easily witness and experience a 
wide range of unforgettable sights and cultures. 

Four Seasons Resort Koh Samui
Cascading serenely down a forested hillside, the 
resort is a unique vantage point from which to 
explore the white sand beaches and the island’s 
jungle-matted interior.

 Need to know:

•  At its peak, the Cu Chi network of 
 passageways covered 250 kilometres.  
 Much of the tunnel system has 
 collapsed, but various demonstrations  
 have been set up for visitors

•  The 14th day of every lunar month  
 sees Hoi An’s full moon celebrations  
 taking place

•  Ban Khanh Silk was voted the best  
 cloth shop in Vietnam and the second  
 best in the world by The Sunday   
 Times Travel 

Song Saa Private Island, Cambodia 
This eco-luxe escape spans a pair of pristine islands 
and boasts a team dedicated to safeguarding the 
islands’ reefs and marine life including turtles, 
seahorses and tropical fish.

You may also like…
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The allure of Vietnam
Picture story...

One week to explore Vietnam. Can it be done? Wanderlust got the better of 
our Senior Marketing Executive, Rachael McNally, who tried an ambitious 
multi-centre itinerary.

 Discover more online... Read a personal 
review by Head of Product and Commercial,  
Fiona Greenhalgh.
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From ancient cities to stone harbours and 
thyme-scented hillsides alive to the tinkle of 
cow bells, Turkey’s Lycian Coast has an eternal 
quality ensured to soothe careworn travellers. 
Mentioned in Homer’s Iliad, the Lycians who 
inhabited Turkey’s south western coastline  
once sailed forth to assist their neighbours 
during the Trojan War. Landlocked by the 
Taurus Mountains, the pink oleander-fringed 
coves, the river canyons and turquoise bays of 
this coast are the setting for journeys of another 
kind on board the Ecce Navigo.

Reminiscent of the gulets that used to ply these 
waters in their dozens, this 34 foot sailing ketch 
combines traditional design with outstanding 
sail performance. Below deck, its mahogany 
crafted interior comprises five en suite cabins 
and an air-conditioned saloon equipped with a 
full entertainment system along with Wifi. 
Whilst gulet cruising holidays in Turkey are 

certainly not unusual, yachting holidays are. 
Skippered by experienced Captain Bilal, the 
Ecce Navigo stands out for its superior level 
of comfort and service. The perfect private 
charter for a family holiday or special gathering, 
voyages with Captain Bilal and his six-strong 
crew are delightfully unhurried. Tailored to 
the group’s interests and energy levels, each 
itinerary is bespoke. Head south and you 
could discover the smooth marble streets 
and colourful markets of Kas, go inland to 
Arycanda, dubbed the ‘Delphi of Turkey’ or 
kayak past submerged sarcophagi in the ancient 
harbour of Simena. Northwards, you can 
marvel at rock tombs carved into the cliff above 
the Dalyan River or sail over to the Greek island 
of Symi.

On the way, convivial chef Mehmet prepares 
sumptuous mezze, delicious seafood and 
indulgent desserts for al fresco lunches or lazy 

dinners. Morning coffees and pre-dinner olives 
are rustled up by Selda, the attentive on board 
stewardess, whilst Captain Bilal navigates 
to the next snorkelling spot pointing out any 
playful dolphins on the way.

For those seeking a more spiritual journey, 
sunrise and sunset yoga sessions can be 
arranged along with massages performed to 
the rhythmic movement of the boat under a sun 
canopy. A qualified child minder can also join 
the voyage to keep younger sailors busy with 
crafts, games and an array of watersports;  
a motor launch is available for water skiing 
along with boogie boards, snorkelling 
equipment, kayaks, windsurfs and stand-up 
paddle boards. 

Whichever course you decide to set, time 
aboard the Ecce Navigo offers a memorable 
escape from the stresses of everyday life. 

ECCE 
NAVIGO

Clockwise from far left:  
Deckhand Gokhan hoisting the sail,  
watching the sunrise, the spacious  
Master Cabin, relaxing in a tranquil bay

Modern Day Odyssey
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luxury FAmily esCAPes
6 Hotels For...

Waterfall hikes and whale watching
Belmond Reid’s Palace  
Funchal, Madeira  

Madeira’s landmark hotel offers excellent family amenities without 
compromising its stately, turn of the century charm. In addition to 
three pools, children have their own thatched playhouse to enjoy, whilst 
teenagers have a sound-proofed technology and games room. Dubbed 
the ‘Floating Garden’, this lush island has a panoply of natural activities 
from guided waterfall hikes to whale watching and jeep safaris. 
Offshore, practice deep-sea fishing or hire a private yacht to navigate 
the crystal clear Madeiran shores. Bedtimes are made special with a 
selection of children’s toiletries, bathrobes, slippers and teddy bear.

Belmond is the new name for the Orient-Express Hotels Ltd. Collection.

Hunt for Admiral Nelson’s buried treasure
The Landings  
St Lucia 

The Landings is perfectly suited to families, with a choice of West 
Indian or contemporary furnished one-to-three bedroom villa suites, 
comprising large living spaces and well equipped kitchens. Some 
boast plunge pools set on the balcony, others provide direct access 
onto the beach. Little ones will enjoy the activities at the recently 
added Kids Club with its expansive list of adventures, from hunting 
for Admiral Nelson’s buried treasure and beachside storytelling to 
traditional dance lessons and Creole classes. Relax on the soft sands 
of one of the island’s best beaches or at the Soleil Spa. Alternatively, 
get the adrenalin flowing with a Zipwire Experience or Segway 
Adventure. The shops and restaurants of Rodney Bay are close by, 
with Pigeon Island National Park just next door and championship 
golf within easy reach.

1

2

From far flung discoveries and activity-filled adventures to beachside 
picnics and complimentary watersports, we select some of the finest 
hotels and resorts that excel at welcoming families.
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Five sports academies
Martinhal Beach Resort  
& Hotel – The Algarve, Portugal 

The resort’s philosophy of easy-going luxury suits active families thanks 
to an extensive programme of land and water-based sports for toddlers 
to teenagers. Budding football stars can learn new techniques from the 
fully trained instructors at the popular Martinhal Football Academy and 
water babies can enrol at the surf, windsurf or swim academies. Try one 
of the leisure pursuits from the hotel’s Pick and Choose menu, including 
dolphin watching and kite surfing to mountain biking in the adjacent 
natural reserve. There are cookery classes and picnics in the grounds, 
whilst older children can learn a new skill at the junior lifeguard course, 
take part in a cocktail contest, try paddle tennis and go sailing.

Explore the ancient Mayan world
Grand Velas Riviera Maya  
Mexico  

The perfect springboard for explorations of Mayan ruins within the 
Yucatan jungle, Grand Velas offers the ultimate all-inclusive 
programme on the Riviera Maya. Guests can dine at all seven 
restaurants and six bars at no additional charge; children’s menus are 
available. Families will also relish complimentary in-room dining and 
minibar. A panoply of activities are available for both adults and kids to 
indulge in; parents might like to try yoga or Zumba whilst youngsters 
take part in Mayan arts and crafts workshops, face painting and piñata 
making at the two kids’ clubs. Teenagers can go horse-riding, embark 
on an eco-tour to learn about the formation of cenotes and explore the 
freshwater wells, gardens and jungle.

Desert island picnics
St. Nicolas Bay Resort Hotel  
& Villas – Crete, Greece 

With its film-set location and views to the enchanting Gulf of Mirabello 
Bay, it seems appropriate that the resort should include not only a 
home cinema lounge showing family movies twice a day, but also 
regular screenings at the Blue Bay Restaurant Veranta which 
transforms into an open-air cinema. Relax in the spa, by the swimming 
pools or on the private Blue Flag beach whilst youngsters are 
entertained in the Mini Club or play in the seawater paddling pool and 
older children learn to windsurf and scuba dive. Enjoy family 
adventures together including a ‘desert island’ picnic, cookery classes 
with the executive chef at Kitchen Lab or sunset cruises around the 
magical Aghios Nikolaos coastline.

Cricket lessons with Franklyn Stephenson
Cobblers Cove
Barbados 

Enjoy the lush sheltered surroundings of this intimate country house 
hotel, as well as its impeccable service and family focused activities. 
Spacious suites, complete with breeze-cooled sitting rooms and 
terraces or balconies, stud the palm-filled gardens. Guests can enjoy a 
fantastic range of complimentary watersports from water skiing to 
wind surfing; snorkel with hawksbill turtles on the nearby reef or go 
sunfish sailing. Back on land, compete in a family game of tennis – there 
are professional coaches on hand for those hoping to brush up on their 
skills. This year, Cobblers Cove is also giving budding cricketers their 
own experience of cricket in the Caribbean with an exclusive camp in 
partnership with the Franklyn Stephenson Academy.

3
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 Discover more online... 
For school holiday savings and a curated selection of the finest resorts 
and experiences designed with children in mind, order Carrier’s latest 
brochure – Top Fives for Luxury Family Escapes.
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A PAssAGe to tHe PAst
Singapore – Malaysia – Thailand – Myanmar – Andaman 
Islands – Indonesia – Malaysia – Singapore

Resplendent with treasures from the past…and marked by symbols 
of a race into the future. Spiritually serene…and memorably 
vibrant. The Far East is full of glorious contradictions. Via 
Singapore, Malaysia and Thailand, this 2015 voyage with Silversea 
will take you to the mystical, secret land of Myanmar. Having been 
isolated for decades, Myanmar is top of the travel aficionados list, 
a destination too special to miss. Explore the legendary Golden 
Land and discover exotic Yangon with its magnificent Shwedagon 
Pagoda, the Chauk Htat Gyi Pagoda and reclining Buddha. 
Venture further inland to Mandalay, where Myanmar’s former 
capital still retains vestiges of its royal past. Viewing the sunset 
from Mandalay Hill is an unforgettable experience; the pagodas 
and remains of the Royal Palace are equally impressive.

Go FurtHer, Delve DeePer
Royal Geographical Society

In a landmark partnership, Silversea is 
collaborating with the renowned Royal 
Geographical Society to enhance voyages 
even further by providing detailed 
scientific and historical information to 
guests embarking on some of the greatest 
journeys around the globe. With unrivalled 
access to its two million strong collection 
of maps, charts, atlases, archives, images, 
artefacts and other items which date 
back to 1482, the society documents the 
history of exploration and geographical 
understanding of our world, its people and 
places, past and present. Silversea guests 
will benefit from a range of specialist visual 
and written content from the society, 
enabling them to learn even more about 
their expeditions to destinations including 
Antarctica, the Arctic, the Galapagos, South 
America, Australasia, Africa and Europe. 
Its support for geographical research to 
understand our changing world continues 
actively today, informing issues that range 
from sea level change to migration. 

did You knoW?  
silVersea has three 
eXpedition ships...
Silver Explorer – 
sailing the remote Arctic  
and Antarctic

Silver Galapagos – 
sailing the UNESCO World 
Heritage site islands

Silver Discoverer – 
sailing uncharted Asia 
Pacific regions

this Year...
Silversea celebrates its  
20th anniversary. 

95 new ports have been 
added to the programme.

The new, elegant Travel 
Journal is unique to each 
guest and provides all the 
essential information needed 
for each voyage.

CHArtinG A new Course For luxury CruisinG
Journey tHrouGH some oF tHe worlD’s most exCitinG AnD temPtinG DestinAtions  
on tHese new 2015 voyAGes.

carrier: cruising /

Richards Bay, South Africa
Gateway to the land of the Zulu, 
one of Africa’s most fascinating 
tribal peoples, from here you 
also have easy access to fine 
wildlife game parks, including 
the Hluhluwe-Umfolozi Game 
Reserve, which protects the 
highest concentration of white 
rhino left in Africa.

Nosy Be / Komba, Madagascar 
Views from the top of Mount Passot on 
Nosy Be offers an extensive panorama of 
crater lakes nestled between verdant hills, 
whilst the tiny island of Nosy Komba is 
best known for its lemur reserve.

Cape Town, South Africa
Dominated by Table Mountain, 
cosmopolitan Cape Town 
commands an enviable position 
on the Atlantic Coast. Explore 
the museums, fashionable 
harbourside restaurants and 
boutiques, the string of popular 
beaches along the peninsula or 
the wine estates just inland
(see page 08).

Cruise to the diverse coastal gems of Tanzania, 
Mozambique and South Africa and explore these 
captivating destinations.

For full details of this itinerary and additional 2015 
voyages, speak to one of our specialists.

Dzaoudzi, Mayotte 
Sea horse-shaped Mayotte is the 
oldest and most southerly of the 
Comoros islands. Travellers to this 
remote and tropical hideaway will 
experience unspoiled natural beauty 
and deserted beaches for swimming, 
snorkelling and diving.

Maputo, Mozambique
Look out for the railway station 
here – designed by Monsieur 
Gustave Eiffel. Its vaulted 
roofs, hand-carved doors, 
broad, curving platforms and 
antique light fittings make it an 
unexpected delight. There is live 
jazz, Buena Vista-style,  
in the old bar on the platform 
most evenings. 

Zanzibar, Tanzania 
This is a mystical island of legends, 
whose mere mention brings to mind 
the names of great seafarers and 
explorers; Burton, Speke, Krapf  
and Livingstone all set out from its 
shores on their quest to explore the 
interior of Africa.

Our featured Silversea itinerary
Kenya to South Africa, departs December 2015
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PrivAte tours oF tHe 
Colosseum AnD vAtiCAn 
Centrally located in the beating heart of the 
bustling metropolis that is Rome, Rocco 
Forte’s Hotel de Russie is your stylish base for 
discovering the wonders of the ‘Eternal City’. 
Next to the Piazza del Popolo and just a short 
stroll from the Spanish Steps, you could not be 
better placed to discover the historical heritage. 
For an introduction to opera, we can arrange a 
visit to the home of Tito Schipa Junior, son of 
one of the greatest Tenors. This can be followed 
by a home-cooked meal from his wife Adriana, a 
renowned Italian television chef, on the intimate 
terrace. For those who want to avoid the crowds 
at must-see attractions, we can make plans 
for an English speaking guide to take you on a 
private tour around the dramatic Colosseum 
or magnificent Vatican City. These tours can 
be tailored to your preferences before or after 
opening hours.

Should you opt for Florence, the chic and 
contemporary Rocco Forte’s Hotel Savoy is 
located on the Piazza della Repubblica and  
close to many iconic landmarks. Just steps away 
from world-class shopping on Via Roma and  

Via Tornabuoni, choose to be guided by a 
personal shopper. Renowned for its handmade 
leather goods, a unique learning experience is 
witnessing artisans create goods in the midst of 
centuries-old history at the Scuola del Cuoio in 
Santa Croce Basilica, or discovering more about 
the legendary Florentine shoe designer with a 
tour at the Salvatore Ferragamo Museum. We 
can also organise a private fresco class in the 
personal studio of local Firenze professional 
artist, Roberto Guarnieri.

beDouin Desert sAFAri 
Whilst in Dubai, you can retreat from the 
glamour and skyscrapers on a wildlife drive 
through the desert conservation reserve with an 
expert guide. Spot Arabian gazelles, skinks and 
geckos or ride across the dunes on a camel. Take 
a private falconry experience with one of the 
world’s foremost trainers, a resident Falconer 
for a prominent local family. A serene setting, 
surrounded by exotic wildlife, we can also set 
up a delicious breakfast with a local Bedouin. 
Enjoy storytelling and learn local Emirati recipes 
handed down from generation to generation. 

The Carrier Concierge
our DeDiCAteD ConCierGe, emmA Cross, will ensure your extrA ArrAnGements Are PlAnneD PerFeCtly

trAin witH An olymPiC teAm 
We are on hand to create unforgettable luxury 
holidays in the snow. Let us book a heli-trip out to 
a glacier where you can tee-off on the ice, arrange 
training with members of the Canadian Winter 
Olympic team or acquire a professional guide to 
take you climbing up frozen waterfalls.

2014/15 Winter Season
Ski conditions have been excellent this season 
with plenty of great skiing available in Europe and 
Canada. We are able to book your 2014/15 trip 
and recommend you start to plan now to ensure 
your favourite hotel or chalet is available. 

Terms & Conditions

All holidays are subject to availability. Terms and conditions apply. All information correct at time of going to print – Spring 2014. Please speak to our specialists for  
up-to-date information, prices and special offers for any of the properties or itineraries featured in the magazine.

 Discover more online... We have some 
exceptional early booking offers with up to 50% 
savings – book now to avoid disappointment.
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